


conjunction with the Janesboro Tidy Towns Committee 
in order to celebrate Janesboro’s results in the 2011 Tidy 
Towns Competition as well as Limerick’s Community 
Challenge. Despite the rain, residents young and old 
came out to help and enjoy the day. Food was provided 
and local DJ Kieran McCarthy ensured that residents 
got up to enjoy a dance!

Community Coordinator Jean Ryan and locals from 
Watergate enjoying the Bouncy Castle!

SUMMER CAMps 2011

We were kept busy during the summer months by 
working with other agencies to run fun camps for young 
people. Some members of the Community Coordinator 
team worked on the Northside Regeneration Summer 
Camps which were based in St. Lelia’s Hall and St. 
Munchin’s Girls School. Children were given the 
opportunity to engage in various activities over the course 
of the camp, including mountain walking in the Galtee 
Mountains, sports in Shelbourne Park and swimming 
in the Aquadome in Tralee. We worked on the camps 
with Ballynanty Resource Centre, SMILES, Northstar, 
Kileely Court, Limerick City Sports Partnership, 
Munster Rugby and Northside Regeneration. Children 
thoroughly enjoyed the camp and the fact that agencies 
came together to run the camp made it even better!

Children enjoying the 
Northside Regeneration Summer Camps

On the Southside, we ran a summer activity programme 
in Old Christian’s GAA Club, Rathbane. Children took 
part in various sports games and a representative from 
Munster Rugby also came along to teach the children 
basic rugby skills. On the last day those who attended 
participated in di�erent races, including sprints, 
wheelbarrow races and egg and spoon races!

In King’s Island we worked with Limerick City Sports 
Partnership to run a sports camp for children living 
in the area. Children got the chance to try out a wide 
variety of games and on the last day they were in awe 
of the magic tricks performed by magician Steve Spade!

We also ran a summer camp for children in Garryowen 
in conjunction with the Community Development 
Worker Michelle Hannon. �is camp took place in St. 
John’s Girls School. �ose who attended got the chance 
to play sporting activities, work on art projects and 
learn new skills such as cooking. On the last day the 
children were treated to a bowling trip, with a stop o� to 
Supermacs on the way home!

Overall the Community Coordinators worked with 
nearly 300 children from across the city over the 
summer months.

Children enjoying a game of rugby!

SAFETY DAY FOR OLdER PEOpLE
In May we held a very informative safety day in City 
Hall for older people from all areas of Limerick City. 
Representatives from various agencies were present on 
the day to provide information, including Limerick City 
Care & Repair, Limerick City Fire Service, Limerick 
City Council’s Environment and Housing Departments 
and the HSE.

All older people who attended the event were given a 
free safety pack which included an energy saving light 
bulb, a safety chain, a smoke alarm and information on 
safety issues. Tea and co�ee was provided and ra�e was 
held, with the lucky winners receiving carbon monoxide 
alarms and shopping vouchers. �is was a worthwhile 
event in order to highlight the importance of keeping 
safe in the home.

A resident of St. Mary’s Park receiving information 
from Environmental Awareness O�cer Sinead 

McDonnell

ROAd SAFETY EVENT

We ran a Road Safety Awareness event over three days 
for children in St. Mary’s Boys School, St. Mary’s Girls 
School and Gaelscoil Sairseal, all of which are in the 
King’s Island area of Limerick City. Representatives 
from the National Road Safety Authority attended to 
promote awareness of road safety. Younger children 
engaged in ‘Streetsmart’ which involved a ‘streetscape’ 
mat on which children were invited to carry out typical 
everyday cycling and pedestrian tasks.

Older schoolchildren were invited inside the Road 
Safety Authority’s interactive shuttle bus which provided 
children the opportunity to engage in activities such as 
using a driving simulator, testing their brake reaction 
time and practising the driver theory test.

�e event proved very successful as primary school 
children of all ages were able to learn about road safety 
in a practical, interactive manner. We hope to run 
this event at a future date in order to raise road safety 
awareness among secondary school students.

Road Safety Event 31st May

TEA PARTY

In order to coincide with Social Inclusion Week which 
ran for a week in October the Community Coordinators 
organised a ‘Tea Party’ in Pery’s Hotel for members of 
Active Retirement Groups from the areas we work in 
across Limerick city. �e aim of Social Inclusion week 
is to raise awareness of poverty and marginalisation, 
allow the voices of excluded groups to be heard, 
challenge discrimination, encourage participation and 
engage with all sectors in promoting a society that 
supports equal opportunities for all. �e Tea Party was 
an opportunity for older people to come together and 
promote the inclusion of their generation in today’s 
society.

�ose who attended the event were entertained by local 
Limerick musicians Patsy & Peter O’ Connell, and they 
were given ample opportunity to get up and dance!

At the end of the Tea Party event each person who 
attended received a pack from the Community 
Coordinators which consisted of household safety 
aids. �ese aids included a jar opening device, a ‘bottle 
monkey’ which assists people in pouring drinks more 
easily, as well as a key-ring light. �is was a follow on 
from the ‘Keep Warm Packs’ that were successfully 
distributed to members of the same active retirement 
groups last year.

Kathleen Fitzgerald & Charlotte Bermingham from 
Ballynanty Active Retirement Group enjoying the 

Tea Party


